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1
EMERGENCY UTILITY CONNECTION FOR
MISSION CRITICAL FACILITIES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of and priority to
PCT Application No. PCT/US2012/040908, filed Jun. 5,
2012, entitled “Emergency Utility Connection for Mission
Critical Facilities”, which claims the benefit of and priority to
U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/507,022, filed on Jul. 12,
2011, entitled “Emergency Utility Connection for Mission
Critical Facilities”, each of which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

In general, commercial buildings, research facilities, hos-
pitals, manufacturing facilities and the like, have separate
sources for utilities such as steam, water, natural gas, etc. In
such buildings, backup systems, such as emergency genera-
tors, are generally designed to facilitate life safety and emer-
gency evacuation situations. Rarely, if at all, are provisions
made to provide temporary or emergency connections for all
other services. As such, if hot water, steam or some other
utility is needed, most likely there is no provision in the initial
design of the building to make those connections for backup
Or emergency purposes.

For example, in a research facility if there is an ongoing
experiment that requires an uninterrupted supply of steam to
control the experiment, but a utility is shut down due to an
emergency, equipment failure, etc., there are generally no
provisions in place to make temporary connections. In such
circumstances, if temporary provisions must be made, one
may be forced to run temporary supply lines through an
existing structure within the walls of the facility (e.g. venti-
lation areas), which is generally complicated and can become
very expensive. Alternatively, temporary supply lines may be
run outside of the walls. However, this leads to circumstances
where the supply lines are visible to the occupants of the
facility, and potentially exposes the supply lines to possible
physical harm depending on the type of work undertaken in
the facility, both of which are undesirable.

Another issue that is apparent when attaching a temporary
utility supply to an existing building structure is that the
manner of attaching such a supply may be highly dependent
on the infrastructure of the building itself. This leads to safety
concerns because an improper connection may cause adverse
results, e.g. contamination of a water supply, mismatched
phasing for electrical connections, and the like. Additionally,
capital cost may need to be expended to actually add infra-
structure to the building in order to facilitate temporary utility
supplies. Depending on the specific temporary needs, such
costs can become very prohibitive.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The present application provides systems and methods
which utilize a connection panel with multiple connection
types in order to connect supplemental or emergency utility
services to a building. The connection panel may be pre-
fabricated or engineered to simplify construction and subse-
quent utility connections. Further, embodiments may dispose
standardized utility connections on the connection panel.
Upon connecting supplemental sources to the connection
panel, embodiments may also include switching systems (e.g.
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2

valves, electrical switches, etc.) configured to connect the
supplemental sources to infrastructure located in the building.

One representative embodiment may be characterized as a
method for providing supplemental utility access to a build-
ing facility. The method includes forming a panel with mul-
tiple utility connection points corresponding to multiple util-
ity types, with the connection points configured to connect to
one or more supplemental utility sources. In addition, the
method comprises configuring switching and/or valve
mechanisms within the building facility to connect supple-
mental utility sources to the internal utility infrastructure of
the building.

Another representative embodiment may be characterized
as a building with a wall area having a supplemental utility
connection panel located within the wall area, the supplemen-
tal utility connection panel including multiple connection
points corresponding to at least two utility types.

Yet another representative embodiment is supplemental
utility connection panel with a structural backing area having
multiple connection points, where the connection points cor-
respond to multiple utility types. The connection points are
configured to accept a connection from one or more supple-
mental utility sources and further configured to connect to
internal infrastructure connection points for one or more
respective utility types.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and
technical advantages of the present invention in order that the
detailed description that follows may be better understood.
Additional features and advantages will be described herein-
after which form the subject of the claims. It should be appre-
ciated by those skilled in the art that the conception and
specific embodiment disclosed may be readily utilized as a
basis for modifying or designing other structures for carrying
out the same purposes of the present application. It should
also be realized by those skilled in the art that such equivalent
constructions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
application as set forth in the appended claims. The novel
features which are believed to be characteristic of embodi-
ments described herein, both as to its organization and
method of operation, together with further objects and advan-
tages will be better understood from the following description
when considered in connection with the accompanying fig-
ures. [tis to be expressly understood, however, that each of the
figures is provided for the purpose of illustration and descrip-
tion only and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the
present embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding, reference is now made
to the following descriptions taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a plan view of a building which incorpo-
rates various aspects in accordance with an example embodi-
ment of the present application;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exploded view of a connection panel
area in accordance with an embodiment of the present appli-
cation; and

FIG. 3 illustrates a front view of an exterior wall of a
building facility having a pre-fabricated supplemental utility
connection panel in accordance with another embodiment of
the present application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a plan view of building 100 which incor-
porates various aspects in accordance with an example
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embodiment of the present application. As discussed above,
building 100 may be a commercial building such as a research
facility, warehouse, hospital, etc. Additionally, some embodi-
ments may implement building 100 in a residential setting.
Building 100 has exterior walls 101 which provide sufficient
exterior protection in accordance with the type of building
being implemented.

Building 100 also includes utility room 102 which may
also be referred to as a mechanical and electrical room. Utility
room 102 is a location in building 100 which includes one or
more of heating/air conditioning sources, boilers, central
electrical breakers, water heaters, oxygen supply storage,
steam generators, HVAC chillers, phone lines, data lines,
supply fans, exhaust fans, manufacturing process cooling or
heating, waste water treatment, purified water production,
and the like.

Supplemental utility connection panel 103 may be
included along an exterior wall 101 of building 100. Supple-
mental utility connection panel 103 may include connection
points for one or more utilities configured to service building
100. For example, supplemental utility connection panel 103
may be configured with input components configured to
receive supplemental utilities such as an electrical connection
configured to connect to a backup generator, a hot/cold water
supply connection configured to connect to a water source, a
pressurized gas connection configured to receive gas from a
supply source, and the like.

Supplemental utility connection panel 103 may be
enclosed by door 104 to protect the panel from elements
and/or to secure the panel to prevent tampering. Also, door
104 may be included for aesthetic purposes. Door 104 may be
a garage-type door, a roll up door, or may be implemented in
any other manner to facilitate the desired purposes of door
104. Supplemental utility connection panel 103 may also be
located in an exterior area with sufficient space to house one
or more supplemental sources. These supplemental sources
may be located within the space enclosed by door 104,
located outside such space while facilitating the ability to
establish connections between a supplemental source and
supplemental utility connection panel 103, or located in any
other manner which would be functional to provide the
desired utilities.

It is noted that supplemental utility connection panel 103 is
located adjacent to utility room 102 in the illustrated embodi-
ment. Such a location may facilitate convenient connections.
However, it is contemplated that supplemental utility connec-
tion panel 103 may be located in other areas which may be
useful when taking into account building design preferences.
For example, it may be preferable to locate supplemental
utility connection panel 103 in an area which is adjacent to flat
surfaces around the exterior of the building in order to facili-
tate placement of supplemental generators, storage tanks, and
the like. Further, it may be preferable to locate supplemental
utility connection panel 103 in an area so as to avoid pedes-
trian traffic near where supplemental sources are utilized.

Further, it is contemplated that building 101 may have
multiple utility rooms, such as secondary utility room (shown
in FIG. 2). In such circumstances, it is contemplated that
embodiments may configure the connections on supplemen-
tal utility connection panel 103 to supplement utilities origi-
nating from the secondary utility room. Conversely, it may be
preferable to have a secondary supplemental connection
panel 106 to provide for these utilities. Considerations
regarding the use of multiple utility rooms and multiple con-
nection panels may take into account building parameters
which effect the convenience of locating these resources and
any potential supplemental resources. For example, when
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providing a supplemental connection for a utility located in
secondary utility room on supplemental utility connection
panel 103, one may account for the type of effort would be
required to run connection lines from the secondary utility
room to supplemental utility connection panel 103. Addition-
ally, when determining whether to utilize a secondary con-
nection panel, such as secondary supplemental utility con-
nection panel 106, it may be preferable to take into account
the exterior conditions of building 100 (e.g. where flat sur-
faces are located, avoiding pedestrian traffic, etc.). In other
words, the present application does not intend to limit place-
ment of utility rooms and/or connection panels to specific
locations. Different locations may be utilized which may be
taken into account in accordance with possible building
design considerations.

Additionally, as discussed herein, supplemental connec-
tions may be implemented for many reasons such as for
emergency backup, maintenance support, and to provide
additional capacity for a given utility. An example case where
providing additional capacity of a utility may be implemented
is seen in the circumstance where a particular utility capacity
within a building utilized beyond its design limits. For
example, boiler systems may be configured to heat a building
in accordance with winter weather extremes. However, dur-
ing a particularly cold winter, such boilers are insufficient. In
such circumstances, a supplemental boiler may be attached to
building 100 in order to assist the heating supply.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exploded view of a connection panel
area 200 in accordance with an embodiment of the present
application. Connection panel area 200 includes panel 201
which may be implemented as an interior building wall 203,
a panel system mounted to a wall, or as an exterior wall such
as exterior wall 101 discussed above. Utility connections
202a-202nr are disposed or stubbed through panel 201. Utility
connections 202a¢-202r may include any utility connection
which may be desirable to supplement or to provide emer-
gency back-up services for in a given facility. As shown in
FIG. 2, utility connections include, for example, a phone/
data, electric power, hot and/or cold water supplies and cor-
responding return infrastructure, steam supply and return
infrastructure, fuel supply (e.g. gas, oil, etc.), compressed air,
nitrogen, and oxygen connections. The example connections
shown in FIG. 2 are not intended to be limiting. Itis noted that
various building facilities may have differing supplemental
utility needs based on the type of activities undertaken in such
buildings.

In some embodiments, connections 202a-202r may be
further connected to switching mechanisms, valve systems,
and the like in order to connect exterior sources into the
infrastructure within a building via connections 202a-202x.
Such mechanisms or systems may be configured to work in
lieu of, or in conjunction with existing supply sources within
a given facility. For example in order to connect supplemental
phone/data connections it may be advantageous to provide
switching circuitry. Such circuitry may be implemented to
bypass existing systems within a facility. Additionally,
switching circuitry may be configured to allow for supple-
mental provisions to function in conjunction with existing
systems. Likewise, when connecting a water or steam supply,
bypass valves may be utilized to connect the supplemental
sources to function instead of, or in addition to existing utility
supply systems.

It is noted that the switching mechanisms and valve sys-
tems discussed herein may be implemented within a given
building, within a utility room, or may be controlled exter-
nally at the location of a connection panel. Such switching
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may be implemented using various means, such as mechani-
cal, electrical, or the like, or combinations of such various
means.

In some embodiments, the layout location of connections
2024a-2027 and/or the connection types of connections 202a-
2027 are customized in accordance with specific require-
ments or with desired preferences for a building facility.
Moreover, in some embodiments, the layout of connections
2024a-2027 and/or the connection types of connections 202a-
202n are set forth in accordance with one or more standards.
For example, it may be desirable to have a standardized type
or size of connector for a given utility such as NEMA standard
electrical connections, Victaulic™ piping connections,
American Gas Association (AGA) piping connections, and
the like. Likewise, it may be advantageous to utilize a stan-
dard layout for connections 202a-202# in order to facilitate
simplified construction processes for a given building.

FIG. 3 illustrates a front view of an exterior wall 301 of a
building facility having a pre-fabricated supplemental utility
connection panel 302 in accordance with another embodi-
ment of the present application. In operation, supplemental
utilities 303a-303# are connected to corresponding areas on
panel 302 to provide the building facility with supplemental
or backup utility access.

As discussed above, there may be considerations where a
standardized layout of panel 302 is utilized. Such a standard
panel may be implemented in order to facilitate ease of con-
struction, comply with code requirements, and the like. When
a specific desired layout is determined, panel 302 may be
pre-engineered and fabricated to facilitate simple installation
and functionality.

Further, while embodiments have been discussed in terms
of research facilities, commercial buildings, and in terms of
buildings in general, it is noted that embodiments may also
have application on a smaller scale, such as in a residential
environment, small commercial building (e.g. gas station and
the like). For example, in one embodiment a connection panel
area, such as area 200, may be disposed on an exterior surface
of a residential building, inside a garage or storage area, or in
any other location which would facilitate convenient access.
In such embodiments, connections may include electrical,
phone/data, hot/cold water and gas connections, etc. Addi-
tionally, as with embodiments discussed above, residential
embodiments may also include valves or switching mecha-
nisms to connect any supplemental or emergency utility sup-
plies to existing supply lines within the residential building.

It is further noted that one or more utility connections may
also be configured to be outgoing connections. In this manner,
a user may utilize the utilities of a particular building for
external purposes. Further, in one embodiment a user may
connect to one utility in order to supplement another utility.
For example, in the event of an electrical power outage, one
embodiment may be configured to provide a gas supply from
the building to power an emergency generator, which in turn
is used to connect to an electrical connection point in order to
provide electricity to the building.

Although embodiments ofthe present application and their
advantages have been described in detail, it should be under-
stood that various changes, substitutions and alterations can
be made herein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the embodiments as defined by the appended claims. More-
over, the scope of the present application is not intended to be
limited to the particular embodiments of the process,
machine, manufacture, composition of matter, means, meth-
ods and steps described in the specification. As one of ordi-
nary skill in the art will readily appreciate from the above
disclosure, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions
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of'matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later
to be developed that perform substantially the same function
or achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding
embodiments described herein may be utilized. Accordingly,
the appended claims are intended to include within their
scope such processes, machines, manufacture, compositions
of matter, means, methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing supplemental utility access to a
building facility, said method comprising:

forming a panel having a plurality of utility connection
points corresponding to a plurality of utility types, said
utility connection points configured to connect to one or
more supplemental utility sources; and

configuring at least one switching mechanism associated
with said plurality of utility connection points within
said building facility to connect supplemental utility
sources to internal utility infrastructure of said building,
said at least one switching mechanism being arranged to
allow said supplemental utility sources to switch
between functioning in lieu of and in addition to existing
utility sources of said building facility.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said utility connection
points are configured to connect supplemental utility sources
to provide one or more of: water, gas, steam, electricity,
phone/data, oxygen, nitrogen and compressed air to the build-
ing facility.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said panel is pre-fabri-
cated to include said plurality of utility connection points.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said plurality of utility
connection points comprise at least one utility connection
point sized and configured to specifically fit one of the plu-
rality of supplemental utility sources.

5. A building comprising:

a wall area;

a supplemental utility connection panel having a plurality
of connection points corresponding to at least two utility
types, said supplemental utility connection panel dis-
posed on said wall area; and

at least one switching mechanism associated with said
plurality of connection points and configured to connect
supplemental utility sources to internal utility infra-
structure of said wall area, said at least one switching
mechanism being arranged to allow said supplemental
utility sources to switch between functioning in lieu of
and in addition to existing utility sources of said wall
area.

6. The building of claim 5 wherein the wall area is part of

an external wall of said building.

7. The building of claim 6 further comprising an enclosure
structure configured to enclose said supplemental utility con-
nection panel and said corresponding wall area.

8. The building of claim 7 wherein the enclosure structure
includes a retractable door.

9. The building of claim 5 wherein said building is a com-
mercial building.

10. The building of claim 5 wherein said building is a
residential building.

11. The building of claim 5 wherein the wall area is located
on the interior of a garage.

12. The building of claim 5 wherein said supplemental
utility connection panel is a pre-fabricated panel configured
to be installed on said wall area.

13. A supplemental utility connection panel comprising:

a structural backing area;

a plurality of connection points disposed on said structural
backing area, said plurality of connection points corre-
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sponding to a plurality of utility types, wherein said
plurality of connection points are configured to accept a
connection from one or more supplemental utility
sources and further configured to connect to internal
infrastructure connection points for one or more respec- 5
tive utility types of said plurality of utility types; and
aplurality of switching mechanisms arranged to allow said
one or more supplemental utility sources to switch
between functioning in lieu of and in addition to existing
utility sources of a building facility. 10

14. The supplemental utility connection panel of claim 13
wherein said one or more respective utility types includes:
water, gas, steam, electricity, phone/data, oxygen, nitrogen
and compressed air.

15. The supplemental utility connection panel of claim 13 15
wherein a panel is pre-fabricated to include said plurality of
utility connection points.

16. The supplemental utility connection panel of claim 13
wherein said plurality of connection points comprise at least
one utility connection point sized and configured to specifi- 20
cally fit one of the plurality of supplemental utility sources.

17. The supplemental utility connection panel of claim 13
wherein a panel is configured for residential use and includes
said plurality of utility connection points.

18. The supplemental utility connection panel of claim 13 25
wherein a panel is configured for commercial use and
includes said plurality of utility connection points.
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